
T h e  C o l l e g e  o f  N e w  R o C h e l l e  S T u d e N T  N e w S p a p e R

February-March 2016 Volume 95  Issue 3

   TATLER
    In Fall 2016, the Graduate School of 
The College of New Rochelle will be 
adding a Master’s of Fine Arts program 
in Fiction and Creative Non-Fiction. Ac-
cording to its founders—Dr. Nick Smart, 
chair of the SAS English department, 
and Steven Hobbs of the School of New 
Resources, the program will focus on the 
writers as active members of their com-
munity, on social justice, and the power 
of storytelling. 
    Smart explained to Tatler that the 
program focuses not only on the writers 
themselves but also on their involvement 
in local communities.  All MFA can-
didates will engage in service projects 
in their final semesters.  Dr. Smart also 
said that the introduction of the MFA 
program came from the idea of merging 
the departments of Languages and Liter-
ature that was discussed two years ago.
    Prospective students in the MFA 
program are required to submit a selec-
tion of 10-30 pages of original writing, 
typically either personal essays or short 
stories. The program will be open to ten 
writers.  The program has accepted ap-
plicants from Australia, Korea, India and 
across the United States. 
    The program will explore methods of 
storytelling, a variety of literary themes, 
the nature of professional writing, and 
the writer as social conscience.  The 
writers will be able to work on memoirs, 
personal essays, novels, or short sto-
ries. In addition to the writing courses 
within the curriculum, each writer will 
be required to complete a community 
service project. In keeping with the 
program’s focus on Literary Citizen-
ship, degree candidates must complete 
service projects in partnership with local 
organizations like The New Rochelle 
Public Library where the MFA faculty is 
currently offering a community writing 
workshop. The service projects represent 
one of the unique aspects of the MFA 
program, setting it apart from others 
across the country. It will provide stu-
dents with the opportunity to focus not 
only on their growth as writers, but on 
their mission to promote social justice. 

CNR to Offer a New 
MFA Program

Photo Credit: www.cnr.edu

by Daniella Qureishi

...Continued on page 3

Myrlie Evers-Williams Receives Honorary 
Degree at The College of New Rochelle

....Contuned on page 3

What better way to celebrate Black History Month and Women’s History Month than with a rousing visit 
from a Civil Rights icon? 
    On March 3, Myrlie Evers-Williams, Chairwoman Emeritus of the NAACP and widow of the slain 
activist Medgar Evers, came to The College of New Rochelle to receive an honorary degree. Evers-
Williams had a busy schedule at the college, including a public interview, a dinner reception in Leland 
Castle, and an academic convocation that ended with the conferral of an honorary doctorate and after-
ward dessert in Maura Ballroom. 
    In addition to her work with the NAACP, Evers-Williams was the first black woman to head the South-
ern California Democratic Women’s Division and the first black woman named to the Los Angeles Board 
of Public Works. In 2013, she delivered the invocation at the second inauguration of President Barack 
Obama. Evers-Williams’s numerous honors include the Woman of the Year award from Ms. Magazine, 
the NAACP’s Spingam Medal, and the National Civil Rights Museum’s National Freedom Award. In 
1970, she ran to represent California’s 24th district in the U.S. House of Representatives, and in 1999 she 
published an autobiography, Watch Me Fly: What I Learned on the Way to Becoming the Woman I was 
Meant to Be. 
    CNR President Judith Huntington described Evers-Williams as “a renowned human rights champion 
who has spent a lifetime working toward equality for all people,” and who “personifies unwavering 
strength in the face of insurmountable challenge.” 
    In the late morning, Evers-Williams took the stage in Romita Auditorium to be interviewed by Sunny 
Hostin, a former Assistant U.S. Attorney and a legal analyst for CNN. The first question that Hostin 
asked Evers-Williams had to do with “The Ghost of Mississippi,” a 1996 film about the murder of her 
husband Medgar Evers. Evers-Williams expressed her belief that the film lacked substance and did not 
accurately depict her husband. Evers-Williams was portrayed in the film by Whoopi Goldberg. 
   Evers-Williams went on to explain how Medgar Evers had been her inspiration. He taught her to stand 
up to injustice rather than to stay passive. Medgar Evers was shot in the back in the driveway of thier 
home in Jackson, Mississippi, by Byron De La Beckwith, a white supremacist. After the tragic loss of her 
husband, Evers-Williams says she has committed herself to “justice and equality.” 
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CNR Tatler

Letter from the 
Editor-in-Chief 

Dear Readers,

Happy spring! The past few months have been filled 
with exciting changes and events, including a visit 
from the civil rights icon Myrlie Evers-Williams, the 
CNR Career Fair, and the welcoming of Zipcar to our 
campus. 

Tatler has been hard at work looking for new writers 
to join our team as most of our staff (including myself) 
will be graduating this May. There are scholarships 
available to those who meet the necessary require-
ments. If you are interested in joining our team, please 
contact me at  and see page 10 for 
more informat

If you are intersted in contributing to Tatler but do 
not want to submit an article, there is another option. 
Students and faculty members are encouraged to 
anonymously submit content suggestions as well as 
questions for our advice column. And you can always 
tells us what Grinds your Gears: there’s a submission 
box in the cafeteria, located right by the condiments.

Although Tatler is getting a little bit of a late start, I 
hope that this semester’s first issue of finds you in a 
good place.

Best Wishes,

Michelle Goyke
Communication Arts, SAS ‘16

 

Follow us on Twitter
@CNRTatler

    On March 3, the New Rochelle Chamber of Commerce 
held its annual State of the City Address at Beckwith Pointe 
Country Club. The event drew 325 attendees, including 
city officials, business and community leaders, and promi-
nent citizens such as the pop artist Charles Fazzino. 
    To begin his speech, New Rochelle’s Mayor, Noam 
Bramson, proudly exclaimed, “The state of our city is 
strong!” In the past year, Bramson stated, New Rochelle 
had the fourth-lowest tax rate in New York state, the lowest 
municipal debt in 25 years, the lowest violent crime rate in 
16 years, and the fewest burglaries in 55 years.  
    Bramson dedicated the beginning of his speech to the 
developer RDRXR’s plans to bring 5,500 new apartments, 
retail and office space, and hotels to New Rochelle’s down-
town. The mayor called this project “the most ambitious 
downtown development plan in the entire Hudson Valley,” 
and unveiled renderings of the developer’s first project, a 
28-story tower with 10,000 square feet of public perform-
ing arts space. The project will be located at 587 Main 
Street, also known as the old Loews Theatre. 
    The city’s downtown development is just one part of a 
comprehensive set of citywide initiatives. These include a 
sustainability plan, GreeNR, and the Local Waterfront Re-
vitalization Plan, which includes proposed actions on de-
veloping New Rochelle’s waterfront and possibly moving 
the Department of Public Work’s city yard. 
    Besides remarking on all of the improvements the city 
has underway, the mayor also took time to recognize re-
markable individuals. He began with the city’s fire depart-
ment and police force. He made a point to recognize eight 
officers who pursued four armed robbers both by car and 
on foot on February 2 of this year. One officer, Dennis Ki-
ernan, sustained an injury while preventing the suspects 
from approaching New Rochelle High School. The mayor 
also recognized Alisa Kesten, Executive Director of Volun-
teer New York, and announced the launch of the organiza-
tion’s new local partnership in New Rochelle.
    The mayor expressed a great interest in sustaining and 
improving local pride. “Every time you introduce yourself 
as a resident of New Rochelle, every time you describe 
your hometown to a friend—whether you comment on-
line through social media, or chatting on line at the super-
market—you shape how people look at our city” he said.  
When grievances arise, Bramson encouraged residents to 
contact city hall directly and “keep it in the family” instead 
of the more common approach of sharing it at televised 
public hearings and on Facebook.

New Rochelle’s State 
of the City Address

by Michelle Goyke

....Contuned on page 3...
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“Myrlie Evers-Williams Receives Honor-
ary Degree” continued from page 1...

   During the trial of De La Beck-
with, Evers-Williams sat alone, 
with the majority of the courtroom 
against her. “You will do anything 
to see justice prevail,” she told 
the audience. “If you believe in 
something, do not give up on it.” 
In 1994, after three trials, De La 
Beckwith was finally convicted of 
first-degree murder and sentenced 
to life imprisonment. 
   Hostin also asked Evers-Wil-
liams for her views about today’s 
civil rights efforts, including the 
case of Trayvon Martin and the 
Black Lives Matter movement. 
“Black lives do matter!” Evers-
Williams immediately responded. 
She expressed a deep concern 
about the health of American poli-
tics and race relations. 
  Tatler had the chance to ask 
Evers-Williams what she feels her 
responsibilities are as an activ-
ist. As if to lighten the mood, she 
joked that she was tired. Then, 
on a more serious note, she stated 
her view that once a person is an 
activist, she is an activist for life. 
“Believe in something!” she said. 
“Don’t go through life not believ-
ing.” 
    That evening, the convocation 
took place in the chapel. In an im-
passioned speech Evers-Williams 
asked the audience what role they 
would take in fighting for justice 
in today’s society. Freedom of 
speech, she explained, is not only 
something we shouldn’t take for 
granted, it is something we must 
consistently act on. 
    After Evers-Williams received 

her honorary degree Julissa Gutier-
rez, Deputy Director of Constituen-
cy Affairs in the administration of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, deliv-
ered a statement on the governor’s 
behalf. The statement recognized 
Evers-Williams’s “commitment to 
the progress and the advancement 
of humanity and society.”
    Myrlie Evers-Williams’s visit 
was only one of the numerous 
ways that The College of New 
Rochelle recognized and honored 
Black History Month. Prior to her 
visit, “The Ghosts of Mississippi” 
was screened in Romita Audito-
rium followed by a discussion 
with Dr. Amy Bass, professor of 
history, about American’s ongoing 
civil rights struggle. The Castle 
Gallery presented an exhibit titled 
“Bridging the Gap: Photographs by 
Gordon Parks & Toni Parks. The 
exhibit, which will remain open 
until May 2, features the work 
of astonishing activists who use 
photography to touch upon social 
issues over the past fifty years. To 
conclude the various events, on 
March 8th, The College of New 
Rochelle’s Gospel Choir celebrated 
Black History Month with “Break 
Every Chain,” an “evening of 
praise, songs, and poetry readings.

    The program will also encourage an interdisciplinary partnership 
across schools as its faculty belongs to both the School of Arts and Sci-
ences (SAS) and the School of New Resources (SNR). The professors 
that will be teaching in the program include Dr. Amy Bass, Professor 
Dan Smith, Professor Bushra Rehman, Professor Sophie McManus, Dr. 
Segura-Rico, Professor David Goewey, in addition to Dr. Smart and Pro-
fessor Hobbs. As the program continues to develop, the faculty hopes to 
offer courses to undergraduates in SAS that will count towards the MFA 
degree.
    Dr. Smart is very hopeful for the future of the program at CNR. “I 
have been involved in many different projects and it feels like a very 
momentous undertaking to say that there was no program like this at the 
college before and now there will be. We’re working hard to make sure 
that it is an amazing program and I think it will be,” Smart said. 
    As we are welcoming other major changes to the college like the 
transition into becoming fully coeducational, the addition of the MFA 
program will certainly be a significant step towards contributing to the 
Serviam mission of the college and of the Ursuline sisters. Such a unique 
program will be a valuable asset to CNR.

CNR to Offer a New MFA Program continued from page 1...

New Rochelle’s State of the City Address continued from page 2...
“We can be our own worst enemies or our own best friends,” he said. 
    The City of New Rochelle also is keeping the buzz alive through the 
launch of its new brand – Ideally Yours (logo below). Soon you will see 
the logo on shopping bags, city entry signs, in store windows and on the 
train, the mayor explained. Each of these efforts work in unison to send a 
“message to the world, loud and clear: New Rochelle is open for busi-
ness.”  

Mayor Noam Bramson delivering his 
speech.  
Photo Credit: City of New Rochelle

Staff Profile: Daniel 
“Danny” Nigroby Ja’Nasha King

    In preparation for the acceptance of men next fall, the college has been hard at work hiring new coaches in 
our athletics department. Among these new hires is Coach Daniel “Danny “ Nigro. Nigro will hold the position 
of Head Men’s Basketball Coach this upcoming fall. 
    Basketball has been a very big part of Nigro’s life since he was eight years old. Nigro officially began his 
basketball career at Xaverian High School in Brooklyn, where he played all four years before graduating. He 
then went on to attend St. Francis College, but did not play basketball during his first two years at the college. 
He soon transferred to Molloy College, where he played basketball in his junior and senior years. He returned 
to St. Francis to get a degree in physical education and also received his master’s degree in sports management. 
Nigro was an athletic director on the community college level and also taught classes. He has taught in Catho-
lic, private, and public schools across the metropolitan area. 
    In the twenty-six years he has been coaching, Nigro has coached at Dowling College, City College, NYU’s 
Polytechnic Institute, the Borough of Manhattan Community College, and most recently St. Francis College. 
Nigro also volunteers as a head coach for youth basketball, swimming, and baseball teams in his community. 
Some of Nigro’s players have gone on to play professionally and overseas. 
    With his coaching accomplishments, Nigro knows that next season will be a unique one. Basketball is CNR’s 
first official men’s athletic team. Nigro believes that the challenges will be more off the court than on. For 
example, all of the construction the school will be undergoing throughout the summer has to be expedited if it 
is going to be completed by fall. He knows he has to work very closely with the school in order to prepare them 
for the change it is about to undergo.
    Coach Nigro believes that education comes before basketball. Based on his years of experience, he recogniz-
es that everyone is different, and what is easy for some may not be or others. Nevertheless, he intends to make 
sure everyone on the team will be doing his best in the classroom.

Photo Credit: Ja’Nasha King
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Artist: Megan Pasko

Senior Showcase Title: (Be)Where the Glitter (Solo Show)

Artist Statement: “All that glitters is not gold.” This quote is taken from a 

Shakespeare play, The Merchant of Venice, and is interpreted as the attractive 

external appearance of something, which is not a reliable indication of its true 

nature; that just because something glistens and shines, it does not necessar-

ily mean it has value, or is attractive, or is beautiful, or necessarily good, or 

assumed bad.  I am using this aphorism metaphorically to reference my use and 

choice of materials, which incorporates media that are precious looking, and all 

things shiny, but seemingly not valuable and more correctly, verge on kitsch. I 

tend to play with commercial art verses the fine arts, and incorporate meaning 

through the use of Western and Eastern ideas and symbology.  In my artwork, I 

juxtapose these strategies via content dealing with fantasy, myth, dream, life and 

death, the unknown and the psyche, using references from authors like Haruki 

Murakami and Umberto Eco. In working with these varied ideas and concepts, 

and appropriating from existing literature, I ask myself many questions: What 

is it that I have done? How will others view this? What is its value?  Where 

is it taking me?  Interested also in portraying time, I  look at how I’ve used it, 

asking more questions:  Am I spending time wisely here? How can I gain time? 

Where am I losing time? Is time used in a linear or cyclic way?  How is time 

represented here? Asking myself questions like this, in dialogue with the work 

as it progresses, leads me into a kind of labyrinth of thought and dream. Each 

piece allows me to explore this dream state more deeply, providing entrance into 

possible alternative realities, or fantasy worlds, or metaphoric fictions, and/or 

symbolic narratives.  I attempt to make these mixed media paintings and draw-

ings come alive. For me they form visual perceptions of multiple possibilities, 

paths and roads that can be taken, mazes and labyrinths that cause confusion, 

complex networks and puzzles that block the way, and many other conscious and 

unconscious sensibilities that are part of the life we all live, and definitely that 

which defines and elucidates the journey of my life.

Artist Statement Edition

by Amanda Hernandez

Title/Artist: Mecca Alim/ Amidst Broken Trunks

Artist Statements are used by artists to direct the audience to under-
stand the process and ideas in creating their works. 

What is an Artist Statement?

Solo Senior Showcases 
CNR Artist Statements

collected by Daniella Qureishi

Artist Statement: Allow for me 

to introduce but a small scale of what 

digital media is capable of. I use my 

affection for computer programs that 

has developed over the past ten years 

in order to render, paint, and animate 

work whose aesthetic appearances are 

influenced by my own imagination 

and perception. It is important to me to 

communicate and express color, feel-

ings and emotions through my work. 

Figures, poses, and most notably, faces, 

are great in displaying personal infor-

mation and characteristics. By captur-

ing said information by digital means, 

I am able to learn new techniques and 

improve as a visual artist. In my por-

traits, I digitally illustrate and color the 

subjects in ways that reflect the emo-

tions they portray and the personalities 

they possess. The same goes for my 

concept art, digital paintings, icons, 

comics, animations, and posters, which 

are largely figurative and colorful. All 

of the pieces you see in this gallery not 

only reflect my love of exploring tech-

niques and experimenting with digital 

coloring, but they also symbolize my 

affinity with altering the body based off 

my own idealization of what they look 

like. The reason why I chose to make 

digitally based artwork instead of tradi-

tional is because I see digital software 

as a magical and helpful medium:

Artist: Mecca Alim

Senior Showcase Title: Futuristic Fantasia (Solo Show)

with a single click, you are able 

to choose brushes that are modeled 

after wet and dry media, such as oil, 

charcoal, and much more! Instead 

of spending money at art stores to 

buy expensive materials, I can simply 

use digitized versions of them. And 

instead of endlessly mixing colors on 

the palette when painting traditionally, 

you can just simply click on a specific 

color on your digital palette and never 

in a million years run out of it. You 

can even pick and make colors that are 

so bright and beautiful that they can 

never exist outside of the computer! 

This is what makes digital media a fun 

and enjoying medium to use: you can 

use it to artistically explore in any way 

you please with absolutely no limita-

tions whatsoever. 

Title/Artist: Megan Pasko/ Counting Down the Days 
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    What is Zika Virus?
    Zika virus was first documented in 1947 in Uganda, and later 
identified in humans in 1952. It was previously recorded only in 
Africa, the Pacific Islands and Asia. Outbreaks were also docu-
mented in the Yap Islands (2007), French Polynesia (2013), and 
in Brazil, Colombia, and Cape Verde (2015).More recently, it has 
spread through many other countries in the Caribbean and Latin 
America. About 1.5 million people are thought to be infected with 
the virus in Brazil. Zika virus is of the Flavivirus family of viruses, 
which includes dengue, West Nile Virus and yellow fever virus. It is 
transmitted by the Aedes aegypti mosquito, which is also responsible 
for the spread of chikungunya, dengue, and yellow fever. Infected 
female mosquitoes spread the disease via their saliva, which they 
deposit into their victim before drawing blood. 
Symptoms, Treatments, Diagnosis
    Individuals infected with the Zika virus mostly experience mild 
symptoms, such as skin rashes, conjunctivitis, headache, muscle and 
joint pain, and mild fever. Symptoms typically last from 2-7 days, 
and individuals are most likely to have protection from future infec-
tion. The symptoms are common to other infections, and so diagnosis 
occurs mainly through patient history and laboratory testing for the 
viral RNA (a molecule that transmits genetic information from DNA 
into protein) in body fluids such as blood or urine. There is no spe-
cific treatment for Zika virus and antiviral medication is not recom-
mended. No vaccine is currently available. 
    While most people only develop minor symptoms, some individu-
als can develop complications such as neurological and auto-immune 
disorders. Some patients have also experienced Guillain-Barre syn-

drome, which causes temporary paralysis, but so far there is not 
definitive evidence that the Zika virus is the cause of this syndrome. 
Brazil has also experienced a rise in births where babies have micro-
cephaly. Many Latin American countries are advising pregnant 
women to seek medical attention if they experience any of the symp-
toms of Zika and especially if they live in an area where the virus has 
been reported. Women traveling to countries that have reported prev-
alence of the virus are also advised to take caution by covering their 
bodies with clothing and mosquito repellant if they are pregnant. 
Prevention
    The Centers for Disease Control is advising that the most effective 
way to prevent becoming infected is to avoid being bitten by mosqui-
toes and to prevent mosquito breeding by eliminating pools of stag-
nant water on their properties. The use of insect repellent containing 
DEET and clothing that covers most of the body, along with the use 
of screens on windows and doors of the home are also recommended. 
Municipalities have been advised to cleanup and cover any contain-
ers that could hold water and possibly act as a breeding site for mos-
quitoes. Those infected with the virus are advised to avoid exposure 
to mosquitoes during the first week of infection, as the virus can be 
found in the bloodstream at this time and passed on from the infected 
individual to another mosquito, further propagating the virus. 
WHO Response
    The World Health Organization has prioritized research on the 
Zika virus as of February 2016. They are also working on increasing 
surveillance of any complications that could be related to Zika virus 
disease. Focus has also been placed on the management of local mos-
quito populations.

by Alyssa Medina

Photo Credit:Google

Zika Virus:
A New Western 

Emergence

    In February 2016, Zika virus 
began being covered across the 
news media. It was declared 
an international public health 
emergency by the World Health 
Organization following pos-
sibilities that the virus may be 
connected to outbreaks of micro-
cephaly in the infants of infected 
mothers. Microcephaly is a con-
dition in which the head is abnor-
mally small and often the brain 
underdeveloped. Map depicting past and current transmission of Zika Virus.

Photo Credit: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Pan American Health Organization 

    In November 2015, the NYU School of Medicine announced the success 
of the most extensive facial transplant to date. Patrick Hardison, a volunteer 
firefighter from Senatobia, Mississippi, underwent a 26-hour long surgery 
on August 14.  More than 100 specialists were involved in performing the 
procedure. 
    Hardison had suffered third-degree burns while responding to an emer-
gency call about a Senatobia house fire with a woman trapped inside. Once 
he entered the house, the roof collapsed on him. He incurred burns on his 
face, neck, back, and torso. There were additional damages to his facial 
structures, such as his lips, nose, ears and eyelids, leaving him severely 
disfigured. During the last fourteen years, he has undergone more than 70 
facial reconstruction surgeries. None fully repaired the damage. 
    The transplant surgery was led by Dr. Eduardo D. Rodriguez, Chair of 
NYU’s Hansjorg Wyss Department of Plastic Surgery. The surgery required 
two rooms. In one, the donated face, as well as other donated structures, 
such as a nose and ears, were prepared for the transplant. In the other, doc-
tors carefully removed damaged tissue and structures from Hardison’s face. 
The surgery included the removal and replacement of Hardison’s chin, nose, 
and cheek bones. Doctors had to make sure that the muscles and nerves of 
the patient’s eyelids were connected in order to restore blinking movements. 
    Mr. Hardison’s donor was a 26-year-old Brooklyn artist and avid cyclist 
named David Rodebaugh. He had died that summer after a biking accident. 
Rodebaugh was a perfect match for Hardison. The donation of his organs 
went onto to save many other lives.

Face Transplant Surgery Success
by Alyssa Medina

Photo Credit:Google
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Xheni Rroji : CNR’s Musical 
Prodigy 

She opens the heavy hymnal, pushes the brown wisps of hair from her 
face, positions her fingers on the piano, and begins to play. A beautiful 
sound fills the hollow room.
    Every Sunday morning, Xheni (Jenny) Rroji sits at the grand piano 
playing hymns for the mass in the chapel at The College of New Ro-
chelle. Every couple of minutes she looks up to the choir of students, 
faculty, and clergy sitting in the pews in front of her. Her hazel-green eyes 
lock with a different individual’s each time to ensure that no choir mem-
bers are lost. A silent nod communicates her approval. Here she’s known 
as the Director of Music Ensembles—but she’s much more than that.
    Rroji was born and raised in Albania until she was thirteen. During this 
time, Albania sat in isolation under the iron fist of Europe’s purest form 
of communism. Lack of imports and exports made for a very simple and 
harsh lifestyle. For example, food and new clothes became luxury items. 
     Her father, a musician and conductor, seeking a better life for her and 
her brother, provided his children with the education and tools to help 
them escape the regime’s tight grip: music education. Her talent was 
rewarded with a George Soros scholarship for young artists to travel from 
her homeland, to France, where she continued to study music.
     During her stay in France, she was a prizewinner in several interna-
tional piano competitions. At 14 years old, she won her first prize at the 
Concours International de Migron and then was a prizewinner at the 
Concours International de Musique en Aquitaine and the Concours Inter-
national de Hyères-Maryse Cheylan. Among other prizes she was award-
ed the Rotary Club Scholarship and the Soroptimist Club prize for three 
consecutive years. She has given recitals in leading Parisian venues such 
as Salle Pléyel, Salle Gaveau, Salle Cortot and Palais des Congreés.
    Despite her success after high school and college, and after a brief 
period of freelancing as a musical instructor, Rroji moved to America to 
be with her parents, whom she had not lived with for over a decade. After 
receiving her Master’s in Piano performance at age twenty-four, she and 
a colleague founded the Ossia Symphony Orchestra. This program leads 
outreach efforts that help bring classical music to public high schools 
around New York City—catering to those who may not be financially able 
to participate in such a program otherwise.

by Dominique Smith

    Rroji found herself at CNR playing the organ part-time in 2012. However, she slowly became more involved in the college’s activities and now 
works full-time, directing the chapel choir and guiding the gospel choir. Along with Collette Geary, Senior Vice President for Strategic Initiatives, she 
has worked to expand student involvement in music and ministry. According to Allegra Myers, a first-year student and choir member, “Jenny is a mu-
sical goddess. Ever since I’ve started working with her, I’ve noticed major improvements in my voice and an increased interest for learning music!” 
    Rroji holds master’s degrees from the Conservatoire National Regional Superieur de Musique de Paris, the Manhattan School of Music and is cur-
rently completing her doctorate degree in piano performance at the CUNY Graduate Center.
    While she has many accomplishments, she is most proud of her daughter, Paloma. Paloma lives in a different world than her mother did. While she 
has options to choose what kind of life she wants for herself, she seems to be following in her mother’s musical footsteps quite well. In fact, she sang 
at CNR’s last Christmas concert, invoking thunders of applause from the audience. 
    Just when you thought she traveled enough, in the summer of 2016, Rroji plans to tour with the Budapest Philharmonic Society Orchestra in Buda-
pest, Hungary. When asked the source of her inspiration, she responded with a hearty laugh and said “you.” Her eyes twinkled as she explained that 
she wants to teach music to those who are willing to learn. Public schools have been cutting funding from music programs and Rroji wants to help 
fill that gap. To her, music is a fundamental part of education. “ I feel like I have lived three lives but success is ongoing,” she says. “ You never stop 
reaching… it’s a lifetime project.”

“It Changed My Life!”- Statements From Stu-
dents who Have Studied Abroad

Submitted by Dr. Russel Taylor     “It changed my life!” said Carolyn Reichert, SAS ’16. “The 
summer I spent in Paris at Cours de la Civilisation Francaise 
de la Sorbonne will forever be with me. It has changed how 
I see the world and live my life. I could not imagine having a 
better experience and I hasten to thank the Taylor Foundation 
for making this experience possible.”
    Claudia Benitez, SAS ’16, who spent last summer at Rich-
mond, the American International University in London, said 
“With the help of the Taylor Foundation, my dream became 
a reality. It changed my life and I would suggest that every 
student take the time to consider a program to study abroad as 
there is no experience like it.” 
    Miranda Pressat, GS ’16, said, “It is one thing to visit a 
foreign country on your own but it is completely different to 
do it through an educational program. I have learned so much 
about Brazil, the culture, people, language, music, and history. 
There is not a textbook that could give me the same breadth of 

....Continued on page 7
Mural painted by Amanda Hernandez by commission of the chair of Study Abroad, Silvana Bajana.
Photo Credit: Amanda Hernandez
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    After five weeks at the Sacred Heart University special program in 
Celtic Studies in Ireland, Mary Henderson, SAS ‘11 said, “I never in a 
million years could have dreamed that I might have the opportunities that 
I now have because I made the decision to study abroad in Ireland. In less 
than five weeks, I have already seen ten times the artifacts and historical 
sites that I might have in a year in the USA. Additionally, I have been able 
to participate in many of the traditions of the area of Ireland where I am 
studying, including Irish set dancing and Seanos music sessions. These 
blessings are immeasurable and I never would have had the opportunity 
of experiencing these wonderful sites by reading about them in a book.  It 
is only by going to the country and experiencing it firsthand that one can 
truly understand the land and its people. I can now see how this experience 
is going to change my life.”
    All the comments received from students have taught me that studying 
abroad is often the defining moment in a young person’s life and continues 
to have an impact on the participant’s life for years after the experience. 
We have learned that leading educational institutions such as Duke, Tufts, 
Brown, Syracuse, Bucknell and many others have arranged for up to 60% 
of their students to study abroad prior to graduation. During my 35 years 
of involvement in the field of education, nothing has given me greater per-
sonal pleasure than observing the changes in the lives of the many students 
to whom we have been able to provide assistance in their foreign studies. 
These changes are readily seen upon their return from abroad when we 
view the increased self-confidence, the enhancement in their interest in 
academic study, and in many cases, the increased reinforcement of interest 
in foreign-language study. Another palpable change is their desire to seek 
out a greater diversity of friends and more interaction with people from 
other cultures. And upon learning new cultural systems, students tend to 
see their own culture from a new perspective and often view themselves as 
“citizens of the world.”
    Another interesting factor that relates to the study-abroad program is 
that employers look for graduates who can communicate well with others 
and know the importance of cross-cultural understanding and an apprecia-
tion of different points of view. Employers also tend to gravitate toward 
students who can demonstrate maturity, initiative, and creativity—all of 
which we have found to be nurtured in the study-abroad experience.
    Taylor Foundation scholarships are available for students of SAS and 
SON who wish to study abroad during their junior and senior years and 
who have a minimum GPA of 3.0. 

Dr. Russel Taylor and Claudia Benitez, SAS ‘16.   
Dr. Russel Taylor is an Emeritus Faculty member of The College of New Rochelle. 
He was Professor of Business and established the Taylor Institute for Entrepreneurial 
Studies at the College. 
Photo Credit: www.cnr.edu

“It Changed My Life” continued from page 6...

The Italian Way of Life
by Zoë Leid

    Many students have aspirations that they are told they will never reach. What sets Anissa 
Figueroa apart from most students is that she has made her lifelong dream of traveling to Italy a 
reality. Figueroa spent her fall semester furthering her studies in journalism while traveling and 
studying in Florence, Italy. 
    She returned to The College of New Rochelle this spring for her final semester. Figueroa grace-
fully resumed her studies as a Communication Arts major and her job as a Starbucks barista . 
    Born and raised in New Rochelle, Figueroa always wanted to help the people around her. Her 
main concern was trying to figure out how to do so. “I was never sure what I wanted concretely,” 
she said. Then she recalled her high-school religion teacher hearing her read the Bible and sug-
gesting that she would make an excellent orator. One year later, Figueroa arrived at CNR and im-
mediately started lecturing at the chapel. Her professors all found that she had a strong presence 
and a creative side. Guidance from her advisor, Dr. Roxanne Zimmer, made it clear to Figueroa 
that she should study Communication Arts. For the last three-and-a-half years, prior to her going 
abroad, her dream was to become a news anchor.  
    It was Dr. Zimmer who encouraged her to study abroad. For a while Figueroa was hesitant 
to even apply because she believed financial reasons would prevent her from going. She then 
thought back to her childhood attending a school rich in Italian culture. She remembered her love 
for the language, the food, and the culture. She eventually put her fears aside and resolved to go.  

    With guidance from Silvana Bajana, head of the study-abroad program, Figueroa would soon be on her way to spending her fall semester of 
her senior year in Florence. In her final months of making preparations to leave, she was faced with another issue. “I spoke to my boss for my in-
ternship over the phone and she told me that although the people around me would be going sightseeing, and having all kinds of fun, I wouldn’t 
have time for that because I was going there to work,” she recalled. Figueroa was still determined to have the full European experience. She 
decided that although her main priorities would be her internship and academics, she would do everything in her power to get the opportunity to 
explore Europe. 
    “As soon I stepped off the plane, it felt like the start of something that was destined to be great,” Figueroa proclaimed. She moved into a 
beautiful apartment with a waterfront view. She shared this space with three other exchange students from the United States. Two were fashion 
majors and the other was a marketing major, so they each had a great common ground for communicating with each other. “I was completely 
and utterly in love with my surroundings. It felt like home,” Figueroa said. 
    While there, Figueroa took two classes and had a full-time internship. “I took a very interesting photography class,” she said. Prior to going 
abroad she never took a class on photography. She thought she had an idea of what to expect but the class turned out to be a complete surprise. 
“My personal project consisted of me using ink-water splats and tying them to particular emotions. I then took different pictures of my cre-
ations,” she said. Figueroa also took an Italian language class that consisted of three classes in one. “We started off at the intro level, and then we 
moved on to the beginner advanced level and by the end of the semester we were learning intermediate one and two,” she recalled. She adored 
her professora. “My photography professor was constantly pushing me to strive to do the best work possible and my Italian professor gave me a 
clear understanding of the language in such a short period of time.” ....Continued on page 8

Photo Credit: Anissa Figueroa
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    Life there soon became the adventure she so longed for. Figueroa’s internship was at a company called Tempo Reale. They made experimental mu-
sic, which was mostly used as underscores for sci-fi and horror movies. “I learned so much about how to deliver a good story from watching them,” 
she said. “It was very difficult at first because I am not fluent in Italian and most of my co-workers did not speak much English. I found myself mak-
ing signals with my hands, drawing pictures and often using a dictionary, in order to finish all of my tasks each day.” 
    As Figueroa settled in, she began to refocus on the great opportunity that she had right in front of her. “Once I understood what was expected of 
me each week, one of my roommates and I began to travel every weekend. This taught me a lot about financial responsibility because I was paying 
for each of these trips out of my own pocket,” she said. Figueroa went to Rome, Venice, and Milan. She also went to Spain and the Czech Republic, 
which became her favorite place to visit. “The Czech Republic is a very beautiful and special place. It was rich in Jewish culture and all of the people 
were very nice,” she said.
    Figueroa has already accomplished many of her life goals and this is only the beginning. She was once a young girl sitting on her couch watching 
Italian films, and she can now say she lived in Florence and explored Europe. “You change your way of life when you see how others live. It be-
comes a part of you when you leave,” she said. Her trip abroad changed her perception of the world and led her to have new aspirations of becoming 
a Communications Arts teacher after graduation. “Hopefully I can give back to my high school that gave so much to me. I want to inspire some of 
my students to get into Communications and even to study abroad one day.” With only a few months left in her last semester of college, Figueroa has  
high hopes and big dreams of an uplifting, bright future. 

     England is the home of chival-
rous, grand, and dark historical pe-
riods. I recently got to the chance 
to relive that history and discover 
the origins of fantasy literature. 
Over winter break, I traveled 
abroad to London to study British 
Fantasy Writing. We read classics 
and much-loved works by Lewis 
Carroll, J. R. R. Tolkien, C.S. 
Lewis, and J.K. Rowling. We also 
looked into the foundation of the 
fantasy genre, and gothic literature. 
    Gothic literature is often dark in 
nature and encompasses common 
sub genres like mystery, romance, 
and horror. Examples of gothic 
literature include Angela Carter’s 
“The Bloody Chamber,” Dracula, 
and Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Ra-
ven.” This literature can be catego-
rized as high or low fantasy ac-
cording to storytelling. If a gothic 
text immerses the reader in a whole 
new world, it is high fantasy, if it 
connects to real-world events or 

figures it is low fantasy. Gothic 
literature usually fits the latter and 
holds a sense of realism. 
    In order to understand real-
ism first hand, I paid a visit to the 
London Dungeon, located near Big 
Ben and the House of Parliament. 
This dungeon is a tourist attraction 
that is structured to imitate historic 
dungeons of England’s past. The 
dungeon was equipped with actors, 
sets, sounds, and lights. The ac-
tors and actresses were dressed in 
Victorian and 19th century apparel 
to bring guests back to the past in 
reenactments of London’s dark 
history filled with murder, betrayal, 
and torture. 
    As visitors entered the dungeon, 
they were first trialed against 
King George VI for “involving 
themselves” with the bombing of 
Parliament in 1941 and got sen-
tenced to be hung. After, visitors 
were lead through the dungeon 
as guilty prisoners to be taught a 

lesson. Throughout the trail, visi-
tors went through time learning 
about the black plague and how it 
spread. Next, they learned about 
Jack the Ripper and the women he 
slaughtered in the streets of Lon-
don. Around every corner, there 
was a different historical moment 
to relive. 
    Visitors got fully immersed in 
the dungeon’s atmosphere as the 
walls smelt wet and moldy, and 
some areas were only lit by candle. 
They also visited Ms. Lovett’s 
pie shop - a bakery where famous 
meat pies were sold and eaten. It 
was later discovered that the meat 
in the pies were made of human 
remains courtesy Sweeney Todd. 
Todd was a barber who would kill 
customers with a shave to the neck 
and give the meat to Lovett. The 
tour through the dungeon included 
moments of humor of course, but 
the overall experience offered a 
realistic perspective on the gothic 

and fantasy genres that are still 
read today. 
    The ideas of torture and suffer-
ing throughout England’s history 
made the references in the litera-
ture much more literal. Novelists 
and writers alike pull from historic 
periods such as the dark ages to 
create new worlds to discover on 
pages. The concepts of trapping 
against someone’s will, murder 
over jealousy, and treason for 
riches are still alive in well-known 
classics. 

Inside London’s Dungeon
by Bianca Jeannot
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Opinion
What Grinds Your Gears?

Who Grinds my Gears? Those students that think that the college becom-
ing co-educational is only about having potential boyfriends, new friends, 

and fun. Comments like “Now I will have a reason to brush my hair in the 
morning,” “Now we will have boyfriends,” “Now this school is finally going 
to be fun.”  The coed decision is so much more than having guys on campus 

to date. It is a decision that changes our classroom experience, facilities, poli-
cies and more. 

 
Sincerely,

Think with your mind, not your…
 

    Students that complain about always being bored but refuse to go to the 
school’s activities and sports events.  If you are bored on campus, there is so 

much to do off of campus. Walk for 10 minutes and you will be in downtown 
New Rochelle where there are tons of restaurants. If you don’t even try to do 

something different, don’t complain about being bored. 
 

Sincerely, 
You’re the problem

You Know What Grinds my Gears? The new men’s soccer team that will 
be starting next year. Girls at this school have been begging for a soccer team 

for years and have been turned down and unsupported by athletics. Now, 
when men are coming to the school, we can make accommodations to serve 

them, instead of the current student population. 
 

Sincerely,
It’s because I don’t have [soccer] balls isn’t it?

Japanese Koi fish are known to “transform the observer.” They are said to  
bring prosperity of all kinds to those who surround them.

Advice Column: Ask Koi

Koi,
    I think I want to double major, but I’m worried I’ll be taking on too much. What do you advise? 
           -Sammy Samantha

Sammy Samantha,
    Proceed with caution. It’s rewarding to have two majors, but it’s a lot of work. Before you do anything, talk 
to your advisor about your situation and what you want to study. You may also consider minoring in a subject 
before declaring a second major. This will allow you to get your feet wet in the subject without too much work 
added to your plate. That said, if you are a junior or senior, keep in mind that this choice could interfere with 
your graduation plans. You may also want to look at the various certificate programs that CNR has to offer. 
Good luck on your studies and consider all of your options before you bite off more than you can chew.
             -Koi

Koi,
    I currently am a nursing major, but really want to switch 
into SAS. I really fear that such a switch would disappoint 
my parents because they really want me to be a nurse. 
Being that they pay my tuition, should I just force myself 
through nursing even though I’ve realized that it’s not for 
me?         
      -Ajax

Ajax,
    This is a difficult situation. If you really don’t want to be 
a nurse, you need to have a serious talk with your parents. 
Forcing yourself down a career path for the sake of oth-
ers will only cause stress and regret. This is your life, your 
time, and your education. It’s up to you to take the reins. If 
your parents decide not to support you financially, you can 
always look at other options, such as loans and scholar-
ships. Best of luck!      
      -Koi

Koi,
    I have a partner that tends to make jokes about rape and sexual assault, and it re-
ally bothers me. I try to make him understand that sexual assault and rape are not 
funny subject matters but he begs to differ. What should I do?
        -Small Amy

Small Amy,
    Rape and sexual assault are not funny: end of story. If your significant other is 
making jokes about these subjects and that makes you uncomfortable, you need to 
sit him down for a serious talk. Maybe the problem is that he is often around people 
who make these jokes and just doesn’t know any better. Either way, if you can’t get 
through to him, it may be a good idea to reconsider this relationship. Do what is best 
for you. Good luck, Amy!

         -Koi
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Obituary: Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia Dies at 79 Years Old
by Fabiola Padilla Rios

    Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia died at 79 years old on February 13, 2016, while in Texas on a hunting trip. John Poindexter, the 
owner of Cibolo Creek Ranch, the resort where Scalia was spending his weekend, found him late Saturday morning. Texas Judge Cinderela 
(Cindy) Guevara determined on a phone call that Justice Scalia died of natural causes. She abides herself to the laws of Texas that allow 
judges to determine the cause of death without seeing the body. His family declined to have an autopsy.
    President Ronald Reagan appointed Justice Scalia to the U.S. Supreme Court in September 1986. Scalia was educated at Georgetown Uni-
versity, and the University of Fribourg, Switzerland. Finally, he received his LL.B. from Harvard University. Justice Scalia visited The Col-
lege of New Rochelle on Wednesday, April 6, 1988, as a part of the 1987-1988 Charles S. Horgan Memorial Lecture Series. He focused his 
lecture on the Constitution and the Law.
    Scalia’s recent passing led to a series of controversies in U.S. government. He was an originalist, meaning that he believed that in order 
to interpret the Constitution, judges had to consider what the founders meant when they wrote it. Out of nine justices, Scalia was one of five 
who had been appointed by Republican presidents. As a result of his death, the Supreme Court is currently split ideologically. Now lacking 
a majority, the Supreme Court has already had two 4-4 split decisions, one being a high-profile case on public sector union fees. President 
Barack Obama has the power to nominate a new Justice for the Supreme Court before his term is over and has nominated Judge Merrick Gar-
land to the high court. The Republicans of U.S. Senate have refused to consider a nomination until the next president comes into office.

Photo Credit:CNN
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